BEGINNINGS

'The Monthly Visitor and The Gospel Trumpet he had read
and re-read. More unexpected was his intimate acquaint-
ance and enthusiastic admiration for Goldsmith's
illustrated Animated Nature and Hugh Miller's My
Schools and Schoolmasters. Baxter's Call to the Unconverted
and Boston's Fourfold State, he admitted, he found some-
what heavier going. The dominie was delighted, and the
boy went slowly home that evening, with his eyes glued
to a Tales of a Grandfather of his own. Many years later
MacDonald himself enlarged affectionately upon his
early reading.

In die neighbouring city there were booksellers' shops, and
thither I used to hasten to linger at their windows. My
beginnings in general reading were made standing there,
stealing from the pages of the books exposed to view what
delight they could give me. I used to walk ten miles on
Saturdays to do this. When I was the proud possessor of a
penny, it was not to the booksellers I went, however. Their
prices, even at their lowest, were not for me. There was a
pawnbroker in the city, and he sold me his "rubbish" for
next to nothing, and the lightest burden ever I brought
home was Orr's Circle of the Sciences (who knows it now?)
which I got with a few other books for one penny.

A notch was cut in my life when, in passing into a new
class at school, my reading-book was one of the Chambers'
Readers which was really an anthology from the great
writers. To that class-book I owe peace and happiness
untold. It was my first sip at the springs of English litera-
ture. . . . Thenceforth I knew the music, the colour, and
the dignity of words, and die grand companionship of those
who were their masters. Then two books came into my
hands, each of which in its own way had great influence
upon me. We had a ragman who went about pushing a
barrow. He was reputed to have attended college, and as he
went round with his bowls he often had an open book in
front of him, stuck up against his crockery, from which he
read as he pushed. We gave him a bad time, I regret now to
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